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Growing Up in Australia, the longitudinal study of Australian children, is a landmark study that was initiated and funded by the Australian Government Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, and is developed and managed in partnership with the Australian Institute of Family Studies with advice from a consortium of leading researchers across Australia. This study aims to provide the database for a comprehensive understanding of children’s development in Australia’s current social, economic and cultural environment, and to become a major element of the evidence base for future policy and practice regarding children and their families.

Growing Up in Australia is following the lives of 10,000 children and their families over at least seven years.  During 2004 (Wave 1), about 5,000 infants and 5,000 children aged 4-5 years were recruited to the study.  A large range of data was collected on the child and their family via a face-to-face interview as well as via self-complete forms for parents, teachers and child carers.

This paper provides an overview of the study methodology, covering all aspects that analysts and other data users need to be familiar with when using the data.  Aspects that will be covered include the conceptual background and key research questions, the study design, sample design, study instruments and informants, collection methods, range of data collected, response rates (unit, instrument and item), weighting, issues to be considered when analysing the data, and data output and access.

