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Abstract.  This limited history of built environment research with children has stressed the inclusion of age appropriate methods because children experience their local environments differently than adults. However, detailed experience of children’s interaction with their local environments to inform neighbourhood policies have not been comprehensively sought. For example, in the realm of pedestrian habits, quantitative measures have been traditionally used to describe children’s pedestrian experiences. Indicators such as traffic flows, pedestrian injuries, and income levels have been used to provide statistics comparable over cities and time. However, how realistic do these indicators portray children’s use of their local environments?
Structured around the understanding that children are effected by and can affect their local surroundings, this paper investigates the different methods that can be used to garner children’s perception of their neighbourhoods. How do you balance validity and reliability when it comes to collecting data with children? Specifically, this paper addresses using surveys, drawings, photography, and focus groups to quantitatively and qualitatively integrate children’s perspectives into the research framework.  By elucidating the strengths and weakness of each method, researchers can then select the appropriate methods which can respond to the context of children’s needs and understandings. Incorporating qualitative and quantitative methods into the research framework can provide a richer understanding of children’s neighbourhood experiences with the intent to inform neighbourhood planning policies.

