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Abstract: This paper is the outcome of an exploratory piece of research aimed at understanding the perceptions that key social science researchers hold around issues of data integration and the establishment of social science data platforms in New Zealand. The objective of the research was to provide information to aid policy makers, and to promote discussion of the issues surrounding data integration and the use of data platforms/services in developing social statistics in New Zealand.

Interest in data integration and the development of social science data platforms has arisen in New Zealand recently for several reasons. These include: the current government expressing an interest in obtaining information about a broad range of social outcomes not found in a single data source; an increased desire by some social science researchers and funders to maximise the utility from data collected in expensive social research exercises; the availability of new technology and statistical methods which enhances the ability of researchers to integrate and analyse data from different sources, and the perceived benefits from the creation of a social science data platform.

The research was conducted using telephone interviews with key social science researchers and public sector officials with a knowledge of, and experience in using integrated data. The respondent’s views were sought on a range of issues including the benefits and risks associated with the use of integrated data, which data sets were likely to be most suitable for integration and the issues around the governance, finance, physical location and security of social science data platforms. 

Those interviewed reported considerable experience in both using integrated data and the actual process of integrating data from different sources. Respondents saw the availability of integrated data as important because it provided richer sources of information, and allowed researchers access to a bigger picture of the range of factors that influence choices and outcomes across a range of areas of policy interest. While acknowledging the positive aspects of the availability of integrated data respondents were also aware of the potentially negative public perceptions of privacy and data security. Overall, the respondents were supportive of the move to establish one or more social science data platforms although they stressed the need for tight security and agreed access protocols. 

