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Grounding the inter-action of Australian Emergency clinicians
This paper shows how the theory of symbolic interactionism shaped a grounded investigation of the organizational labour of Australian Emergency Department (ED) clinicians.   Symbolic interactionism supports reflexive criteria for validating grounded research.  In interviews and observation conducted across two metropolitan EDs, Interactionism’s emphasis on roles applied equally to the relationship between the researcher and the participants as to the relationships between participants.  Specifically, the researcher generated data by positioning symbolic interactionism as the mediator of the emergent relationship between the researcher and the participants.  The results of this positioning were: a traceable path from understanding to interpretation and the search for consequentiality rather than truth.  Interactionism facilitated the co-production by the researcher and participants of limits on the generalisability of the data.  The paper is an argument for symbolic interactionism as a way to conceptualise the impact of the researcher on the qualitative research process.  
