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The sources of potential biases in survey research are well understood in the survey methodology literature, and numerous alternatives are available to survey researchers to account for and accommodate these sources of bias in a systematic and defensible manner. Less well understood however is the complications that can exist in the conduct of surveys of small populations, as often occurs in a regional or rural context. The capacity for exposure to the topic under study, social desirability and extreme opinions (both positive and negative) regarding the topic of the research provides an addition level of complexity that is less likely to occur in studies of more geographically diverse populations.

The purpose of this paper is therefore to examine recent outcomes of a series of recent survey research studies conducted by the Centre for Regional Innovation and Competitiveness, to consider the possible causes of and strategies for managing potential biases in such settings. The paper explores the prevalence of bias (both response and non-response sources), and provides discussion of alternatives for improving research design and study management in rural and regional settings.

