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Abstract: In 1988, as part of the Bicentennial celebrations, the Australian Bureau of Statistics gathered together all known historical statistical documents from around Australia and captured page images on microfiche, equating to over 2.5 million pages on over 35,000 fiche. While copies of these fiche exist in many university libraries, microfiche technology is obsolete - it requires the maintenance of fiche readers, the fiche themselves are sensitive to temperature changes and moisture and can easily be damaged and disordered during use. They make a very unwieldy research tool for researchers accustomed to all the benefits technology can provide, such as round the clock access, searching and downloading large complex tables into desktop packages for further analysis. 

The Australian Social Science Data Archive, in conjunction with researchers from The History Program, the Demography Program and the Supercomputer facility at the ANU are currently undertaking a pilot project to digitize a small selection of fiche from the 1911 and 1961 Censuses and create an online facility to browse and search the census pages and download complex tables in a format suitable to social science researchers. This paper will discuss the HCCDA pilot project, and the successes and challenges of developing this valuable research tool.
