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One of the challenges facing researchers in a relatively large case study of individuals is that of discerning common stories or patterns in the wealth of data accumulated. 

Our Pathways and Prospects study is longitudinal, following around a hundred young people as they negotiate post-secondary school paths in six education and employment settings.  Each year participants are interviewed and invited to tell their stories about making career and life choices and what these mean to them.

At the end of the second year of the study we wanted to analyse how participants’ choices were driven by a need for security and/or a desire for exploration. 

The approach we took was an a posteriori quantification of the qualitative data. We classified interviews according to 13 Likert-type scaled indicators. Factor analysis suggested the indicators could be aggregated into one exploration and two security scales, and cluster analysis on the indicator variables identified four groups of interviews with markedly differing characteristics. 

The approach allowed us to shape the report around the consistency of interview narratives within each of the four groups.  We were able to highlight the pushes and pulls experienced by different young people and show how different forms of security and exploration interact with pathway choices and their meaning in people’s lives
