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Abstract:

As the trend for art-based inquiry in qualitative educational research persists the search for a definitive method of interpreting such work continues.  The debate is centred on establishing reliable methods of interpreting art based data. This paper investigates techniques to obtain data from participant collage work. The focus of the doctoral dissertation was an investigation of the narrative lives of gifted adults across multicultural Australia. Initially data was collected via traditional interview methodology then expanded to include collage work to add depth to the research findings. Participants were asked to construct a collage that was representative of either themselves or their life in addition to their narrative life story. The collages generated by participants were then compared to the data presented in the interviews to identify any commonalities and differences. Originally the collages were reviewed superficially as basic contrast to interview data. When this proved inadequate analysis using ‘art therapy’ techniques was attempted.  However there are several issues related to using psychoanalysis techniques with participant data that will also be discussed in this paper.  The author sought a better method of interpreting collage work and has identified a technique based on the ‘four frames’ (Board of Studies, 2003) used in the Secondary Visual Art Syllabus in Australian schools that provides multiple levels of analysis for researchers. The four frames – subjective, cultural, structural and postmodern (Board of Studies, 2003) provide a useful framework to assign meaning and permit understanding of collage work.  This paper will identify each of the levels of analysis possible within this framework through analysis of actual samples of participant collages gathered through the course of the research.
