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ABSTRACT

Personal names in Ghana present a wealth of demographic, ethnographic and

socio-cultural information that can assist in the design of demographic, health and social surveys, in interpreting, evaluating and analysing data from such surveys and in understanding the world-view of individuals, families and communities, especially regarding the source and value of children, fertility and infant and child mortality.  The value of studying personal names is not only because of the insight that such study provides, but also in the opportunity that it provides to pursue alternative forms of studying traditional societies beyond the dominance of a single methodology (the sample survey) and its accompanying panoply of structured and semi-structured analytical techniques.

Personal names in Ghana and elsewhere in Africa contain information on the

sex, birth order, maternal history, the mortality or survival record of siblings and other family members, the period of birth of the child, the circumstances of the birth of the child, the paternity and legitimacy of the child as well as the fertility aspirations of parents and the community. Children are presented to the community and named at special public naming ceremonies that serve as a public record that a child has been born on a certain day to a given set of parents, given a certain set of names and that the induction of the child into the community has been

publicly witnessed. The names given to the child also identify the child as a member of a certain clan and lineage, and imbued with certain rights and responsibilities. In the past, the names also determined who the child could or could not marry, where it could live, lands or enemies it could inherit, and the gods it could or could not worship.

The paper will be based on ethnographic data from several ethnic groups in

Ghana and other African countries.
