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ABSTRACT

The paper explores the science and art of writing ethnography in relation to a specific ethnographic study exploring professions and the aged in a Geriatric Assessment Unit. The discussion on the analysis involved in writing ethnography will include three aspects. The first is the logical structuring of the sections. At its simplest it involves establishing who is involved, what they do and how they do it.  The second aspect of the science of writing ethnography involves understanding the relationship between logic and a specific discipline. Toulmin (1958) suggests that writing in sociology required a working knowledge of logic, being consistent, and coherent so rational questions can be asked. Ethnography in sociology requires a seamless logical connection between thick description and macro sociological theory. The third aspect involves using general logic for the structuring of the writing and the theory. 

The discussion on the art of creating a coherent ethnographic account will include three aspects. Style involves identifying significant textual themes rather than the explicit stated aims of a scientific text. It lends itself to the 'familiar' essay, rather than the inductive or deductive essay, this assists in establishing the author's unique attitude towards the subject. Ethnographic studies can use such techniques as showing rather than telling, and develop a particular tone and type, to assist in writing for a particular reader.   Finally, I will discuss how techniques of fiction writing can be used in ethnographic writing. This gives an implicit promise which is emotional, absorbing and intellectual. Fiction writing also allows for the development of sub plots to add depth to discussion and control the large amount of information needed for an ethnographic study. 
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