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Abstract:

To make a valuable contribution to our society today, knowledge must be relevant, applicable and actionable. Knowledge creation and learning has traditionally been the domain of universities and learning institutions, although the topic of cooperation between universities and the business world is not new either. By putting external relationships back on the institutional agenda, universities are expected to increase their contribution to public knowledge creation for society in general and their regional community in particular (Bardi, 2002). On the side of academics, it calls for engaged scholarship aimed at knowledge transfer and knowledge contribution to the practical know-how of managers and organizations. In meeting these changing conditions, bilateral knowledge trading or the formation of interactive knowledge creation relationships between practitioners and researchers is essential. Action researchers have long advocated collaborative knowledge creation processes as the way forward, despite the fact that working within an environment that aspires for knowledge to be become applicable and actionable can be complex and challenging.  
This paper discusses the use of action research and collaborative knowledge creation in an Australian regional development and community engagement context. The aim of the paper is explore key action research concepts and frameworks and fuse these with prevalent international action research practices to broaden our understanding of both global and context-specific similarities and challenges that may arise around the use of action research methodologies. The paper concludes with an exploration of contextual components and constructive choices for consideration by action researchers to augment outcomes in regional development and community engagement interventions.
